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our mission

contents
Epilepsy Queensland’s mission is to bring epilepsy out of the shadows and to
optimise life for people touched by epilepsy.
We want people with epilepsy and their families to get the assistance that they
need, when and where it’s needed. We want community attitudes towards
epilepsy to be based on fact, not fiction.
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To create a supportive environment for people with epilepsy and their families
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thank you for your support

To empower people with epilepsy and their families
To contribute to the scientific understanding of epilepsy through research,
education and its application
• To ensure health, welfare and other services respond appropriately to the needs
of people with epilepsy and their families
• To ensure appropriate policies for people with epilepsy are included in public
policies in all sectors
• To ensure the long-term sustainability of Epilepsy Queensland Inc
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our goals
•
•
•

our role
An estimated 94,000 Queenslanders will acquire epilepsy during their lifetime. We
will be here for them, providing:
Information
• Support and counselling
• Community awareness and education
• In-service training for staff of health, education and disability organisations
• Advocacy
• Resource development
• Research
•
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chairman’s report

treasurer’s report

As Chairman of Epilepsy Queensland Inc (EQI) it gives me great pleasure in
presenting the 47th annual report of the organisation.
This has been another year of great challenge in the operating environment for EQI.
Economic conditions and a competitive marketplace make it very challenging to
fundraise, therefore it was very important that our key events were successful. I am
pleased to report that in March we conducted our second Purple Ball which was
another outstanding success. The team of EQI staff, Board members and volunteers
under the leadership of Elsewerth Ephraums, Vivienne Johnson, Kim Davis and
Leigh Gilbert produced and organised another outstanding event, raising our profile
in the business community and raising much needed funds.
EQI has been heavily involved in the debate and discussion around the Medicinal
Cannabis trials that have been announced by the State Government. One of our
Board members represents Epilepsy Queensland on the Queensland Government
Steering Committee for the trials. EQI has been instrumental in working with
Government and others to begin a trial, which we think will bring a ray of hope for
some families. Another private clinical trial is for transdermal medicinal cannabis and
EQI has assisted in patient recruitment. We will continue to work closely to review
all trial outcomes and hope to get these programs expanded so that more families
affected by Epilepsy can access the program.
We continue to plan for the upcoming rollout of the National Disability Insurance
Scheme (NDIS) into SE Queensland. We have been part of the NDIS pilot in North
Queensland, which has given us valuable insight into how the scheme will rollout
progressively in the state as a whole. We continue to believe that the NDIS has
the scope to be a tremendous opportunity for EQI to reach out to and assist more
families in need of our services in Queensland and so we approach this with some
excitement but also with the expected resourcing, funding and logistical challenges
that are associated with being a small diagnosis specific non-government
organisation.

Epilepsy Queensland Inc. (EQI) has made a $51,497 surplus for 2015/16 financial
year, a decrease of $43,794 from prior year’s surplus. The key contributing factors to
the 2015/16 surplus result were:
•

Income of $1,145k was $40k lower than the prior year with significantly reduced
membership, donations and sponsorships. All grant requirements with Disability
Services Queensland and Queensland Health were met (i.e. outputs achieved)
during 2015/16.

•

Expenditure of $1,094k remained static from prior year with some variances in two
categories, namely, $38k reduction in employment (vacancy of one position) and
trading expenses but this is offset by an increase of the same amount in event and
program expenses.

The net equity position of EQI was $391,742 as at 30 June 2016. This is
predominantly made up of $594k in cash assets with trade and other payables
of $155k and leave liabilities of $118k. The Board is continuing to work with
Management in order to reduce employee leave balances.
Financial discipline is an important factor in our day to day operations. Our staff are
to be commended for what is achieved with very limited resources.
EQI has budgeted for a close to breakeven position for 2016/17 and the organisation
is on target to achieve this result.
In closing, I would like to express my gratitude to Natalie Lee, Finance Officer, for her
assistance, and her efficient and professional accounting operations.
Jane Vidler
Treasurer

With the continuing uncertainty around funding and revenue in an NDIS
environment, EQI and our supporters need to continue to look at new and innovative
ways to raise funds outside of government funding. Significant effort has been
undertaken this year with the Board and Management of EQI to devise or enhance
our fundraising efforts and this will continue into 2017.
Finding ways to raise funds will be vital to ensure EQI continues to be able to provide
the valued services currently undertaken, as well as look at further opportunities to
provide more services as part of the NDIS rollout. I appeal to all the stakeholders
and friends of EQI to continue to assist us as we strive to continually improve the
quality and quantity of our service delivery.
At this time, I would like to pay tribute to the Board, staff, supporters, sponsors,
donors and volunteers for their continued dedication, support and enthusiastic
efforts.
Finally, I am very pleased to advise that the process to progressively renew our
Board has continued this year and I would like to thank outgoing Board members
Noel Johns and Louise Foley for their outstanding contributions to the organisation
over many years. As always, I would also like to thank our Chief Executive Officer,
Helen Whitehead, for her unstinting leadership of the organisation during this
tumultuous time and for the all the support she has provided to the Board and to me
personally. I know Helen and the EQI staff work very hard to deal with the multiple
challenges of client service delivery and fundraising and on behalf of the Board I’d
like to finish by paying tribute to their efforts.
Steve Eltis
Chairman
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helping and empowering our community
As always, it has been a rewarding but challenging year where people with
epilepsy and their families are our main focus. Raising awareness of their
condition and its impact on the psychosocial issues remains a top priority for us
as we continue to support through counselling, offering advocacy and education
to the community and its surrounds.
Our carers, support workers, teachers and disability workers all contribute
to sharing the load, and we aim to continue providing a supportive presence,
with our helpline as the lead point of contact. Our helpline is unwavering in its
attempt to be available to people with epilepsy, and also to those who support
them.
The services team also continues to provide information, through our
information packs, training sessions and school visits. Little Poss continues to
have a warm presence for our little ones, bringing some joy and comfort to their
day through a newsletter, a birthday card or a visit. Our support groups continue
to meet in Brisbane and it surrounds bringing companionship and support to
each other.
Our monthly workshops in our office at Wooloongabba and on the Gold Coast
in Dr Harry Singh’s rooms remain a constant support in educating and raising
awareness and understanding of epilepsy.
Our Family Support Program remains ‘on hand’ to fill the need for families who
experience more complex conditions as well as the challenges of uncontrolled
epilepsy. Individualised management plans, especially as the New Year comes
around for schools, are an important adjunct to this program. Our services team
readily assists in updating and reviewing these plans.
Communicating with our members and families is an important facet of our
organisation. Newsletters, such as Livewires as well as social media and our
website help us to continue to provide up to date information with regards to
being ready for the NDIS as it’s roll out comes ever closer to Brisbane.
The services team continues to educate themselves and prepare to assist
people as they learn to navigate the NDIS and its opportunities.
This years ‘Thinking outside the Box’ Symposium, entitled ‘Epilepsy - through
the Lifespan’ was well attended. We heard from Professor Helen Cross, from the
Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children, who spoke about the early outcomes
of childhood epilepsy and medicinal cannabis, is it miracle or fairy tale? She
was joined by interstate and local experts as they focused on epilepsy through
the lifespan, from children and teenagers through to the older patient. This
stimulating dialogue was supported by The University of Qld, IBE, St Vincent’s
Hospital, SciGen and UCB.
We continue to collaborate with NeuroCare, a network of like-minded
neurological organisations.
Once again we were certified successfully for Human Services Quality
Framework Standards. All our services would not be possible without the
grant funding from the Department of Communities, Child Safety and Disability
Services and Queensland Health. These partnerships are essential for our
services provision to the Queensland community.

4

epilepsy queensland inc.//annual report 2016

We sent

We’ve done

135
trainings
externally this financial year.

45 regional
were in

areas.

We sent out

2,542

2,405

Livewire newsletters to
our family support clients.

Our 2015

6th Annual
‘out of the box’
Symposium

Little Poss
newsletters

had 177 participants.
We had

196 in-house
training participants
in our office and Harry
Singh’s rooms on the
Gold Coast.

305 family
contacts were made
this financial year.
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We took

3,583
calls
on our
helpline.
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raising funds in the community
We were also thrilled to be chosen as official charity partners of the NRMA
Brisbane Broncos in 2016. On Friday 11 March, the first home game for the
Brisbane Broncos at Suncorp Stadium was dedicated to Epilepsy Queensland.
Little Poss featured before the game and a band of our wonderful volunteers
sold 50/50 raffle tickets.

Epilepsy Queensland is extremely grateful to each and every person who has
supported us over the year. A large proportion of our funding comes directly
from generous public support. Through this support we are able to reach out to
more adults and children living with Epilepsy and make a difference in their lives.
This year Epilepsy Queensland has again been associated with some of
Queensland’s truly great events and sporting activities. We are honored to be
the charity of choice for organisations, clubs and individuals who give their time
to coordinate these fantastic events.

Epilepsy Queensland is also pleased to have the support of the Brisbane Roar.
We held a collection at the Brisbane Roar game when they played against the
Newcastle Jets at Suncorp Stadium on Sunday 3 April 2016.
Our own signature event is the Purple Ball which serves as the launch of a
month of Purple Day awareness events and fundraisers. The night was filled
with fine wine and dining as well as fantastic entertainment from Deep Blue
Orchestra and Rupert McCall. Andrew Lofthouse and Chris Bombolas navigated
us through the night including a live auction of fantastic prizes. Everyone who
attended had a fantastic time and dug deep to kick start our fundraising for the
month. Our Deputy Chairman Elsewerth Ephraums and 2016 Ball Committee
members Vivienne Johnson, Kim Davis, Rozanne Burley, Nicole Klinakis, Leigh
Gilbert, Helen Whitehead and Leona Gallagher worked tirelessly to help make
this fantastic event a reality. Our Limited Edition Art Union #2 was also drawn on
the night with Jocelyn Schulte taking home the BMW 118i. Special thanks go to
Brisbane BMW for their support.

Epilepsy Queensland has been the joint beneficiary of the Lend Lease Charity
Golf Day for the past 6 years, it continues to be a great fundraiser and a lot of
fun for participants. A big thank you to Lendlease’s Maria Bran and the Golf Day
Committee for their dedication to raising funds to assist Queenslanders in need.
We are also thrilled to have the support of Golf Day sponsors: Shamrock Civil,
AE Smith, Bevis & Bartels, Calty Constructions, A G Coombs, ARC, Ashburner
Francis Consulting Engineers, PHP Contractors and FIP Electrical for their
valued support in 2015.
The first Toowoomba Epilepsy Charity Golf Day organised by Peter and Susan
Meyer was also a great success raising much needed funds for Epilepsy
Queensland. Some of Queensland finest sporting heroes including former
Australian cricketer Greg Ritchie and our own Patron Wally Lewis were on hand
to meet with local families with children doing it tough with epilepsy.

Thank you to our 2016 Ball sponsors: Yellow Cab Company, The Pharmacy Guild
of Australia (Queensland Branch), Queensland Branch, Bank of Queensland,
AusSafe Consulting, HESTA and Mr Men Barbers plus the many organisations
that donated prizes for our auctions and raffle.

The Melbourne Cup is one of Australia’s iconic events and Epilepsy Queensland
was the charity beneficiary of Brisbane CBDs premier outdoor event held at
Post Office Square by Rush CBD. Rush is also a valued supporter of our Purple
Ball.

Each year many Queenslanders become Purple Heroes for Epilepsy challenging
themselves or hosting events to create awareness and much needed funds.
This year’s top Purple Day fundraiser was Mia’s Race Day held in Toowoomba.
The event, run by ten year old Mia Murrell and her family is their fifth annual
fundraiser for Epilepsy Queensland. The Pharmacy Guild of Australia
(Queensland Branch) and pharmacies across Queensland participated in the
Purple Pharmacies Challenge selling purple merchandise and turning their
Pharmacies purple. This year the Purple Pharmacy of the year was Blooms
Pharmacy in Bundaberg.

Epilepsy Queensland was proud to be a joint beneficiary for the Brisbane
BMW and Westside BMW Ride for Life on the 8th November 2015. We were
thoroughly impressed by all of the riders who showed up early and rode through
challenging conditions as well as our dedicated volunteers who assisted on the
day. The event raised significant funds for services for Queenslanders living with
epilepsy.
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raising funds in the community

continued

bringing epilepsy out of the shadows
Increasing community awareness and understanding about epilepsy continues
to be one of our main focuses. With a lot of media interest surrounding the
medicinal cannabis debate, we have been keeping our members and families up
to speed with the latest developments via emails and newsletters.

To cap off Purple Day a number of Brisbane landmarks turned purple including
the iconic story bridge which also featured an awareness banner. Thank you to
Brisbane City Council for this support.
All of these events would not be possible without the support of our fantastic
volunteers, board members and fundraisers who give freely of their time.

Our social media reach has increased and we were delighted to launch our new
website – thanks to the creative team at GO1.

There are also many other people who support Epilepsy Queensland throughout
the year. Thank you to everyone who raised funds and awareness for epilepsy
whilst competing in events such as the Bridge to Brisbane or hosting their
own events. We are inspired by the commitment and passion of our ‘Everyday
Heroes’ and are always excited to see the different challenges that people
devise to assist people living with epilepsy. By promoting these challenges to
families and friends it assists us to bring epilepsy out of the shadows.

Through our second Purple Ball, we reached a new group of supporters from the
business sector who were enlightened about how epilepsy can impact not just
the life of a person with epilepsy, but also their whole family. Our school children
are also learning about epilepsy, through their involvement in Purple Day free
dress days – which in turn helps students with epilepsy overcome the struggles
associated with stigma and discrimination. Retailers continue to assist us by
displaying posters and selling merchandise on our behalf during our both our
Purple Day Campaign and Little Poss Appeal.

Also a big thankyou to everyone who donated to our tax and New Year appeals
as well as those who gave throughout the year. Thanks to everyone who shared
their stories for our appeals and newsletters of how epilepsy has impacted on
their lives and how EQI has made a difference.

Our Patron
Once again, throughout the year, our wonderful Patron Wally Lewis has helped to
bring epilepsy out of the shadows. Wally is always happy to share his story and
take the time to speak with people from all walks of life, who often share a similar
story. From attending events on behalf of Epilepsy Queensland, to gearing up
auction bidders and presenting the Awards at our AGM, nothing is too much for
this warm and generous man. We salute you Wally and look forward to continuing
to increase awareness and understanding of epilepsy with you.

Our supporters, donors, fundraisers, fundraising staff and volunteers are the
heart and soul of our organisation. We could not continue to work towards a
better future for all Queenslanders living with epilepsy without you!

Our Volunteers
What would we do without our fantastic volunteers? This past year, we have
‘recruited’ a number of new volunteers who have helped us out at fundraising
events such as the Purple Ball, Melbourne Cup on the Green, Broncos and Roar
home games plus a couple of bike rides just to name a few. It was only with their
help that we were able to put the FUN into FUNdraising!
However, our devoted group of regular ‘vollies’ who come into the office to assist
us each week, never fail to bring a smile to our faces. This wonderful group of
men and women are to be commended for their dedication and enthusiasm –
plus of course, hard work!
We honestly couldn’t have done it without each and every one of you –

THANK YOU!!
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making a difference

I just wanted to let you know that as part of our ‘Lunch and Learn’ series for staff, we invited
Epilepsy Queensland to speak last week. Your presenter was knowledgeable, informative and really engaging.
It was a great session, so thank you very much.

“

“

“

“

I greatly appreciated the empathy and
information. It was actually the first time
I really felt ‘listened to’ since
my daughter’s seizure. Thank you.

“

“
“

“

“

Thank you for being so understanding – you must do this a lot but for us it’s the first time and
you were able to listen and provide information in a very caring manner.

Outstanding help, showed compassion.
Your staff treat everyone with dignity and
kindness. Thank you so much.

As one diagnosed in recent years with epilepsy I was comforted in knowing I was not alone and that there was
someone I could turn to in helping me understand more about the condition. I wanted to be visible in my support for EQI.
EQI’s fundraising events enable this whilst also, firstly, bringing me into contact with others also meeting the
challenges of epilepsy and secondly, raising funds to support those affected by epilepsy, whilst increasing
public awareness of this poorly understood condition.

Love this group they have been very helpful in
support and giving me more understanding of
epilepsy, have met some great people.
The resources sent out have helped my carers and
family learn a lot. Thank you.

10

“

“

“

We became members of Epilepsy Queensland when our
son was ten years old and was diagnosed with epilepsy.
He is now 15-year-old and has outgrown it. We have
enjoyed the membership and newsletter which helped us
understand the different levels of epilepsy. Thank you.

My 9 1/2 year old boy William died from SUDEP....it was soul destroying and heartbreaking....
thank you Epilepsy Queensland for supporting SUDEP Awareness Day and thank you for everything
you did for us when he was alive.

“
“

“

“

“

I attended one of your Understanding Epilepsy workshops and was extremely impressed with the
presenter and information provided, in particular, information regarding medications.
My granddaughter has severe side effects from medication and after attending the workshop,
I obtained enough information to discuss it further with her neurologist. I am very grateful and
want to thank everyone at EQI for all of the great work you do.

“
“

“

Just wanted to say thanks for a great seminar on Friday, we would even go as far as saying it was the
best one yet. All of the presentations were superb. Must admit had not thought a lot about epilepsy in
older people so Prof Gericke gave us a lot to think about. It was a privilege to be able hear such a renowned
speak as Helen Cross too. Thanks again for such a well thought out program.
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2015 annual award recipients
Epilepsy Queensland’s Annual Awards recognise, acknowledge and thank people who have, in a diversity of capacities,
provided significant support to people with epilepsy. Our Patron Wally Lewis and MC Ebony Cavallaro (Channel 9 News)
presented the Awards to our very deserving winners:

DISABILITY AWARD – Community Respite Options South Burnett - “It’s amazing

CARER AWARD – Linda Powell has devoted herself since the early years of her son
Jamie’s life, when he was diagnosed with Dravet Syndrome. Giving up her professional
careers, and then coming to Australia for her husband’s work, meant that Linda had to
make new friendships far away from her family. She provides exceptional care for Jamie
who has many seizures daily, she diligently sees to his every need and does so with
total selflessness. Linda continues to research options for Jamie, in partnership with his
medical team, and has linked in with international experts in Melbourne and constructively
shares her knowledge. Linda is always joyful and accepting whilst reciprocating
appreciation of others. Linda is a role model for us as well.

how they relate, train their staff and become involved in the local community. They provide
24 hour respite to people with many disabilities and epilepsy. They are a fabulous and
welcoming group and they are especially impressive because of the way they diligently
provide epilepsy training for their staff.”

YOUTH AWARD – Lewis Spriggs has worked hard, educating over 1000 staff and

2015 Epilepsy Queensland Award Nominees

students at his school, Ignatius Park College. Delivering speeches, power points about
epilepsy and bringing it out of the shadows. A story about Lewis was published in the
newspaper. Lewis also fundraises for Epilepsy Queensland. For the third year in a row,
Lewis is organising a purple day fundraiser with the support of his Year 12 cohort. Lewis,
who was diagnosed at age 2, says “my main goal is to just make sure everyone is not
scared of people with seizures”.

ROLE MODEL AWARD – Haidee Costello George is a hero to many people,
especially her Mum! She has had seizures from birth, not getting a positive diagnosis
until she was 7, in year 3 at school. By this time she was struggling with seizures causing
constant interruptions to her learning and with teachers thinking her seizures were
behavioural. However her seizures have never slowed her down, despite many accidents
caused by them. Haidee went from a happy kid who loved school, to one who didn’t want
to go. Thankfully a GP referred Haidee to Dr Kate Riney, who changed her life.

HEALTH AWARD – Dr Kate Riney has been described as a brilliant paediatric

Carer Award - Linda Powell
(Linda’s husband accepting the award)

MARELLA JENKINS AWARD – Mother of two from Toowoomba, Angela
McNamee, is one of Epilepsy Queensland’s highest individual fundraisers in 2015, raising
an astonishing $10,352.74 by participating in the Cairns half ironman triathlon. Yes, she
travelled from Toowoomba to Cairns to compete!

Haidee has persevered through medication changes, along with awful side effects but
has never complained; she would tell other kids “I can do anything you can do, except
swim without Mum and Dad”. She has never ever let her epilepsy hold her back in anyway
and has always been open to explaining it to new friends, advocated awareness of her
epilepsy, and always is very positive about her future.

Angela was already signed up to the half ironman but after her daughter was diagnosed
with epilepsy she considered dropping the challenge. However, she then saw an
opportunity to increase awareness of epilepsy and also give others an opportunity to help
families like hers by fundraising for Epilepsy Queensland. Angela started her fundraising
though an online Everyday Hero fundraising page that she shared on her personal
Facebook page as well as emailing some of her friends. Overnight she gained a huge
following and support for her cause. Thanks to her amazing effort and remarkable backing
from the community including family, friends and businesses she raised more then she
thought was possible. She described this moment as “blown away, empowering, exciting
and truly inspiring”. This also gave her motivation to complete the epic physical challenge
which lasted six and a half hours!

EDUCATION AWARD – Redlands College – the team from the Junior School
lead by Janet Kohlmannuuber; learning enrichment coordinator Anne Luthy; and Steve
Lowther who takes care of behaviour management. There are also teacher aides, Beth
Cooper, Sam Mangleson, Rachel Iedema, Kathryn Kerridge and Ruth Smith. This group
all work well together to optimise educational outcomes through an effective collaborative
approach to education, always considering epilepsy and its effect on cognition, behaviour
and on mood!
Role Model Award – Haidee Costello George

DORIS KEMP MEMORIAL AWARD – Lindsey Navin was looking to begin a

Marella Jenkins Award - Angela McNamee

career within the field of communications and advocacy after completing her Master
of Communications at Bond University when she came to Epilepsy Queensland for a
semester of work experience followed by her final internship. Lindsey was a wonderful
asset to the Fundraising and PR Team and during her time with Epilepsy Queensland
developed a number of media strategies for the annual Purple Day/National Awareness
Campaign.

Epilepsy Queensland also applauds the Minister for Health, the Hon Cameron Dick, for
supporting this initiative.

PAM WELLINGS AWARD – Followmont Transport is Queensland’s largest family-
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recognition of their outstanding contribution to epilepsy services in Queensland.

Since 1992, the team has been lobbying for a Comprehensive Epilepsy Program.
Epilepsy Queensland has supported these advocacy efforts. Queensland has been the
only mainland state without such a program, putting people with refractory epilepsy at
considerable disadvantage.

in his second year of a Diesel Fitting apprenticeship with Ostwald Brothers. During this
time, Alex has suffered many seizures at work. The management and staff offer concern
and care and have implemented procedures to protect Alex. Ostwald Brothers are a family
run organisation with strong community values, and have certainly offered Alex a Fair Go!

‘Fair Go‘ Memorial Award – Ostwald Brothers

FLAME AWARD – The Epilepsy Team at the Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital in
Epilepsy specialists have diligently worked at the Royal Brisbane Women’s Hospital to
provide the best epilepsy care possible, often with extremely limited resources. Dr Cecilie
Lander has clearly demonstrated her resilience with tenure of about 34 years. Dr Lander is
well known for her specialisation in epilepsy and pregnancy. The current epilepsy team are
not only involved in the diagnosis and treatment of epilepsy, but are well credentialed in
terms of epilepsy research.

‘FAIR GO’ MEMORIAL AWARD – Ostwald Brothers - Alex is 19 years of age and

owned transport company with an excellent reputation for service and going the extra mile.
Epilepsy Queensland has been extremely fortunate to have the support of Followmont for
not just years, but verging on decades. They deliver the Little Poss Appeal and Purple Day
Campaign merchandise boxes far and wide throughout Queensland, free of charge. Every
badge, every ribbon, every pen and wristband gets to a supporter through the generosity
of Followmont. Without their support our merchandise campaigns would certainly not be
viable and we thank them sincerely for this incredible support.

neurologist. “She works tirelessly to ensure accurate diagnosis for her patients and best
treatment options. Her epilepsy knowledge and her willingness to educate those around
her are unparalleled. She is a saint! Her devotion and dedication to making sure our kids
have the brightest future is amazing. I think she should be Australian of the Year, every
year! Her patients and their parents appreciate her caring approach, and her special ability
to work with the child’s goals and aspirations to achieve the best possible outcome.”

Flame Award – The RBWH Epilepsy Team

epilepsy queensland inc.//annual report 2016
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the board
Steve Eltis BEc, CAHRI
(Chairman)

David Bunker MTIM, FACHI, GAICD, CHIA
(Board Member)

Steve Eltis is a senior executive in a local Queensland not-for-profit organisation and leads

David is Executive Director of the Queensland Genomics Health Alliance, an entity funded

their Human Resource function. He has over 20 years of management experience and has

under the Advance Queensland initiative which seeks to understand how genomics can

worked with Epilepsy Queensland over the last few years initially as a volunteer and more

improve the healthcare system and patient and population health outcomes. He is an

recently as a board member. Steve’s father and daughter have epilepsy and Steve is very

innovator, a digital strategist and expert technologist, with over 30 years’ experience

motivated to enhance the lives of all those touched by epilepsy.

working in public, commercial and not-for-profit organisations at international, national
and local levels. David has a commitment to health and social outcomes driven by
personal experience as an advocate and carer for a child with complex clinical care and

Elsewerth Ephraums
(Deputy Chairman)

special needs.

Elsewerth Ephraums has close to 40 years’ experience in banking and finance with a local

Vivienne Johnson BA, MBus (Comm Mgt), GradCertMkt, MAICD, MFIA
(Board Member)

Queensland based Bank and is their Head of Private Bank. He is responsible for building
relationships with and providing specialised banking services for a portfolio of high net

Vivienne has more than 29 years’ experience in marketing communication and fundraising

worth individuals. Elsewerth has been involved with Epilepsy Queensland since November

in the private and public sectors. She currently holds the position of Development

2011 after his daughter was diagnosed with Epilepsy and is extremely committed and

Manager at Museum of Brisbane at City Hall with responsibility for the fundraising

motivated to increasing the awareness of epilepsy in Queensland and bringing epilepsy

program. Prior to that, Vivienne was General Manager External Relations at QIMR

out of the shadows. Elsewerth is passionate about fundraising for Epilepsy Queensland

Berghofer Medical Research Institute leading the very successful fundraising and

and was the founder of the annual Purple Ball.

communications programs for over six years. She joined the Board in 2014 and is a
member of the Fundraising Sub-Committee and 2016 Purple Ball Committee.

Jane Vidler BBus CA ACSA GAICD MBA
(Treasurer)

Kos Sclavos DUniv, BPharm, GradDipClinPharm,
AdvDipCommPharmMgmt, FAIPM (HC), FACPP, FIPharmM, FAIM,
FAICD
(Board Member)

Jane is a finance executive with experience in a diverse range of industries, in particular
health and aged care, medical research, education and insurance. She has held
professional board positions in a variety of health, education and superannuation settings.

Kos is a pharmacist and pharmacy owner. Kos was the National President of The
Pharmacy Guild of Australia from 2005 to 2013 and continues to serve on the Guild as
Chairman of Australian Pharmacy Professional. He was awarded Honorary Life Member of
the Guild in 2013. Kos is a Director of TerryWhite Chemmart. In 1999 he was awarded the

Andrew Barnes MSc (Oxon), BBus (Hons), BEcon
(Secretary)

Pharmaceutical Society of Australia Young Pharmacist of the Year Award and in 2008 was
awarded an Honorary Doctor of Griffith University.

Andrew is the CEO of GO1, an education technology business, and a co-founder of
Rhodes Scholar and has a passion for technology, enterprise and education. He joined

Kim Davis DipPM CertEventMgt
(Board Member)

the Board in 2010 and provides perspectives on these domains to Epilepsy Queensland.

Kim is an events and facilities management professional with a career spanning

Libromat, a social enterprise innovating education in low income communities. He is a

over 28 years in managing major events, projects and large teams in the area of live
entertainment, media and events administration. Kim first became aware of epilepsy when
her son was diagnosed in 2003. She has been associated with Epilepsy Queensland

Charmaine Driver MEdSpEd BAppSc DipEd PHF
(Board Member)

since 2008, first as a volunteer and then in November 2014 as a board member. Kim is
committed to ensuring that everyone living with epilepsy has the opportunity to reach their

Charmaine is the Principal of Darling Point State Special School, a school that caters

full potential.

for children and young people with intellectual and multiple disabilities and high support
needs; Director of Creative Educational Solutions, an educational consultancy company;

Louise Foley
(Board Member)

and President, Australian Friends of Taiwan Association, Inc. She has wide ranging
experience in the disability and education sectors and board experience with Epilepsy

As a senior political advisor in the decade to 2006, Louise advised the Beattie

Queensland and Wynnum Manly Enterprises Ltd.

Government and Opposition on the portfolio areas of transport, local government and
planning, environment, police and education. Positions as a senior public servant and

Noel Johns BEc, FCPA, FGIA, FAICD
(Board Member)

Director of Policy and Public Affairs for the Property Council of Australia followed, before
a return to politics as Chief-of-Staff to the Bligh Government’s Tourism and Fair Trading

Noel is a Director of a number of companies operating in the General Insurance

Minister following the 2009 state election. Now a mother of a young child, Louise currently

Industry. He is responsible for underwriting and administration on behalf of domestic

combines motherhood with part-time work as a consultant advisor to industry on

and international insurers. He has many years’ experience with Corporate Finance and

government, media and politics.

Governance and has held positions on Public Company Boards. Previously Treasurer of
Epilepsy Queensland from 2006 to 2012, Noel re-joined the Board in 2015.
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thank you for your support

directory

We sincerely appreciate the help that so many people and organisations have given us from July 2015 to June 2016. Those listed below,
in addition to many others who we don’t have the space to list here, have substantially contributed in some way to helping Queenslanders
whose lives are touched by epilepsy.

• Our Patron - Wally Lewis

2016 Purple Ball

• Wendy Nicholson

• Department of Health

• The Pharmacy Guild of Australia

• John O’Doherty

• Department of Communities, Child

Safety and Disability Services
• Gambling Community Benefit Fund

Partners/Sponsors
• The Pharmacy Guild of Australia

(Queensland Branch)
• Brisbane Broncos Charity Partners

Program
• MedAdvisor
• Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital
• The University of Queensland
• St Vincent’s Private Hospital Brisbane
• UCB Pharma Australia
• Aurora BioScience
• SciGen
• EpiAssist
• Medtel
• The NeuroCare Network
• Red Hill Community Sports Club
• Broncos Leagues Club
• QCIDD

Fundraising

(Queensland Branch)
• Yellow Cab Co
• Bank of Queensland
• Mr Men Barbers
• AusSafe
• Brisbane BMW
• HESTA
• Andrew Lofthouse
• Chris Bombolas
• Rupert McCall
• Victoria Park Golf Complex
• Mondo Floral Designs

• Ann Qui

Volunteers and Students

• Jonhsil Adamedes

• Sam Alsop
• Taylah Andreassen
• Paul Barry
• Jannie Bijkerk
• Laurie Bowman
• Amanda Budd
• Andrew Budd
• Rozanne Burley
• Kayla Burt
• Scott Charlton

• Ipswich 100 Bike Ride - Lions Club of

• Jill Charlton

Moggill - Mt Crosby
• Brisbane BMW - Ride for Life
• RUSH CBD - Melbourne Cup on the
Green
• Alf Said - The Good Guys Lutwyche
• Specsavers Optometrists
• Lendlease
• Brisbane Roar
• Southside Eagles Football Club
• Bribie Island & Districts Junior Rugby
League
• Peter and Susan Meyer
• Robin Adolphs
• Our Everyday Heroes, Spring
Challengers and Bridge to Brisbane
participants

• Jacqueline Choquenot

Purple Day and Little Poss Appeal

• Julia Collins

Phone
Fax
Email
Web

• Peter Ritchie
• Annelies Shaw
• Mandy Smith
• Gus Smith
• Emma Stevens
• Margaret Tiainen
• Erika Venning
• Helen Wang
• Bianca Wrakuale
• Andrea Wrakuale
• National Australia Bank staff
• Suncorp staff
• Dana Breadsell
• Tristan Francis
• Renee King
• Alexa Murray
• Jessica Turner

Gifts in Memory
• Sophie Bombski
• David Connors
• Shirley Green
• Greg Tuffield

Speakers and Advisors

07 3435 5000 or 1300 852 853
07 3435 5025
epilepsy@epilepsyqueensland.com.au
www.epilepsyqueensland.com.au
www.talkepilepsy.com.au
www.learnepilepsy.com
www.littleposs.com

Patron		

Wally Lewis

Board as at 22 November 2016			
Chairman
Steve Eltis
Deputy Chairman
Elsewerth Ephraums
Treasurer
Jane Vidler
Secretary
Andrew Barnes
Board members
Alan Davidson (to 30 November 2015)
		
Charmaine Driver
		
David Bunker
		
Jo Ahern (to 10 September 2015)
		
Kim Davis
		
Kos Sclavos
		
Louise Foley (from 30 November 2015)
		
Noel Johns
		
Vivienne Johnson
Staff as at 22 November 2016			
Chief Executive Officer
Helen Whitehead
Client Services
Yvette McMurtrie (Client Services Coordinator)
		

(to 31 May 2016)

		

Jodie Thomson (Client Services Manager)
(from 25 July 2016)

Alison Alsop
Jenny Ritchie
Jodie McAteer
Trish Germain
Jo Moran (Office & Communications Manager)

• Peter Cotterill

• Prof Helen Cross

• Phillip Crabb

• Dr Christian Gericke

		

• Cassandra D’Arcy

• Dr Cecilie Lander

		

• Lachlan Davis

• Dr Dan McLaughlin

• Fordson Fordson

• Prof Harry McConnell

• Yuki Fujimaki-Garrett

• Dr Stephen Malone

		
		

• Leona Gallagher

• Prof David Reutens

• Karen Garland

• Dr Kate Riney

• Justin Germain

• Dr Ichhya Shrestha

		

(to 22 September 2016)

• Lucy Grafton

• Dr Kate Thompson

		

Carolyn Anderson
Natalie Lee
Leigh Gilbert (Fundraising & PR Manager)
Karen Furnivall (Communications Manager)

• Marnie Hais
• James Henderson

Communications

• Tabitha Kelly

• Queensland Newspapers

• Nicole Klinakis

• News Corp Australia

• Annaliese Knight

• Printing Services

• Dewi Kusama

• PR Print

• Our partners at www.purpleday.org

• Seth Lauder

• GO1

• Purple Day Founder - Cassidy Megan

• Pau lLawson

• Wuhoo Creative

• Followmont Transport

• Raffaella Lawson

• Lauretta White

• The Pharmacy Guild of Australia

• Sam Lawson

• Style Magazine

(Queensland Branch)
• Queensland Newspapers
• Brisbane City Council
• Fundraising Services Team
• The Print Bar
• Our Purple Day Heroes and those who
hosted fundraising events and/or sold
merchandise

• Joshua Lawson
• Courtney Leonard

And...

• Trent Long

• IMGA - Mediprotect

• Eloise Love
• David Luhrs
• Erin Mardle
• Isabella Mastrogiacomo
• Oliver Minter-Stubbs
• Della Nicholson
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• Epilepsy Australia
• JECA
• International Bureau for Epilepsy
• British Epilepsy Association
• Epilepsy Therapy Project
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Administration

Accounts
Fundraising and PR
		
		

(from 28 June 2016)

		

		
Quality

Karen Lavin (from 12 January 2016)
Lisa Locker
Margaret Greig

Auditor		

Pilot Partners

HSQF Auditor

HDAA

Bank		
		
		

Westpac Bank
Commonwealth Bank
QT Mutual Bank

ABN		

42 025 269 961
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